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c right' and of * virtue' are not yet formed in thought or
embodied in language, although the agent feels, in ele-
mentary instances, the differences which these words will
afterwards gather up and crystallise, and present as possible
objects of contemplation and emotion. When that time
has come, he will not only have, again and again, a sense
of right, but will think ofit, will compare it with the inter-
fering tendency, will watch the part it plays in human
character, will ponder its meaning and its source; till,
through reflection upon its contents and relations, he ren-
ders it an august power in his life; its vocabulary becomes
to him solemn and affecting: its representatives in history,
sublime; and, if the experience runs to completion, its
mysterious authority supremely venerable and sacred. That
is, he is lifted into Reverence; and henceforward, his nature
is enriched by a new affection and paramount motive,
which, in the strictest sense, may be called the love of
virtue, the devotion to right. Before, he had the feeling
without the conception; now, he has the conception, as the
centre and object of a deeper and larger feeling.

The position and play of this final sentiment may per-
haps be rendered more distinct, if we recur to our former
hypothetical cases of varying and vanishing divergence
from each other of the two scales of impulse, viz. as
arranged according to strength and according to worth.
One in whom the two scales coalesced, point with point,
would always act from the right spring; but as, in doing so,
he would be simply yielding to his nature, he would be
unconscious of alternative, and therefore of any merit in
what he did. If he were surrounded by a society of beings
similarly constituted, all would be for ever doing right
without knowing it, for though, as an onlooker from a
different world, you may say that in each of their motive
springs there were two operative qualities, viz. intensity and
worth, yet with them the riile will apply that what is never
separated can never be discriminated. In a society which
had existed, ab initio, under these conditions there could